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Subject: Proposed Yew Bark Harvest

{ To: Jery Hellinga, 10 Team

farvest of Pacific yew (Taxus brevifolia) bark is proposed lor fiscal year 1992 on the Butle Falls Oistrict. Pacific yew
i valuable to many species of witdiife. Elk and daer often utilize yew bark and needles as a sourcs of food. Thick
patches of yew are serve as excellent sources of thermal and hiding cover for deer and elk as well as bear. Ruifed
ifrouse wtilize thick yew patcties for drumming and breeding.

. ]
.iq THe proposed harvest area has been managed extensively for timber production. Most of the large overstory trees

“EH  vere removed 10-20 years ago. Pacific yew stands in the area are extensive and contain many large diameter trees
at are an estimated 300-500 years in age. Some of these trees are found in large clumps and patches of 15-25 trees

or more.

Lx order to preserve stand integrity and unique habitat characteristics associated with the yew groves or clumges, |
cemmend that patches of 10-15 wrees be retained approxxmateiy every acre within the unit, Select specifically for
patches with the largest yew lrees that form dense canopies. Retention of small ¢lumps and patches will retain

- pak 1able wildlife habitat throughotr the proposed yew bark harvest area.

Bcott G. Armentrout
istrict Blologist
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